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In this poster I present a part of my project
“Linguistic and paleographic bases of the Byzantine
graffiti”. Two linguistic bases were made in the Sil
Fieldworks program and in the morphology system
of the company ABBYY. The base in the Sil
Fieldworks program has a data bank of the graffiti
texts in the original orthography, different
concordances, a lexicon based on the material from
inscriptions, a morphological parser and a syntax
presentation system. The base in ABBYY
morphology system includes all the morphological
changes and variations caused by the writing
peculiarities of the Byzantine inscriptions and the
Greek words with all the forms found in the
inscriptions. The texts of the inscriptions were taken
from the TLG base, from a number of published
sources and from the “fields”, i.e. found by myself
or sent to me by my colleagues from Kiev (Dr
Timur Bobrovsky and Ekaterina Chueva).

The most inscriptions are the traditional prayer-
formula: KE Bonbet tov dodAov cov. Some of them
are very brief and end after foi0e1 or after odAov.
An almost classical way of writing the verb Bonfet
in this time; with itacism variations in the ending
BonOn/1, there are variants with v and 1 instead of 1.
Some of the inscriptions have abbreviations (A" °,

1" ') of the endings Ov and ov in the words tov and
dovlov. KE (Kbpig) is written with titlo. In the word
dovAov the last v, as well as the article before it, are
omitted.

Usually the graffiti in this region are written in
majuscule, with lunar € and 6. We can see minuscule
v and .

Changes «ov» mstead of «&» and «&» instead of «ow.

Here I present some conclusions of the statistical and linguistic analysis of these bases:

In the epigraphic texts from Cappadocia very often the post-tonic syllable in the stem 1is the
most intense (strong) position. All the cases of the changes [u] instead of [o] fixed in the
unstressed position. In the inscriptions was found an example of the hypercorrection, which
confirms that Cappadocian dialect has tendency to the narrowing of the [0] in the unstressed
position, what is mentioned by different researchers earlier.

In Constantinople and in Cappadocia 1s presented only a non-reversible change “1” instead of
“n”. Often “n” 1s saved in the most part of the contexts, especially in Cappadocia. That’s why
1S expectlng that “n” will be instead of “e1” 1n the all position from the beginning X cent. till
XII cent. Partlcularly many cases are met in the X cent. “€1” instead of “n” was written only in
the three cases, all of them are in the stressed syllable and after XI-XII cent. “e1” instead of “1”
there 1s from the X cent., but the most part in XIII cent. From the beginning of the IX cent. till
the XIII cent. “1” instead of “e1” appears 1n all the positions.

Cappadocia uses only one of the changes of the digraph “o1” and “1”, but in the bigger quantity
of the positions. But in the names and in the post-tonic syllables it 1sn’t met, an exclusive
dated example is the late, after XIII cent.

Digraph “ot” varies with “n”. All examples from Cappadocia are dated at X—XIII cent., and
this process becomes before or after a nasal phone. Very rare “o1” writes correctly. We can see,
that in the stem 1n the stressed syllable there 1s no any correct writing. A change «v» instead of
«&» may show not only the pronunciation [1], but the phone similar to [0], almost the
examples from Athens and Cappadocia in the end of the word “BonOv”.

In Cappadocia for the variation “v” instead of “o1” there are many different positions. The
examples are dated by the beginning of the IX- XI cent. For “o1” instead of “v” there 1s only
one case and rather late: “pothate™ (206, 1250-1300 y.). In Cappadocia after XI cent. we can
meet the change “v” instead of “ov”. This fact confirms the thesis, that “v” and “o1” are read
1dentically as [ii] and in the later time than X cent.

A transition [e] in [1] and opposite 1s met in some examples from Cappadocia: “€” instead of
“” — “Orotoke” (156) and “1” instead of “€” — “evo(iktiwvog)”™— (158, 1217/8). Maybe, an

example from Cappadocia “kapeav” (167, 1293) with a change “€” 1

(Y7

instead of “v” 1llustrates
this transition too. Especially, if we allow, that the author of this graffito, dated the end of the
XIII cent., “v” read as [1].

Other hngulstlc peculiarities of the Byzantine graffiti from Cappadocia you can see in the
presented tables.

type of «on» mnstead of «e» | «e» 1nstead of «oa»
syllable
ac(at)hvov (112, X),
sxedaav(yie (132,
stressed stem words 900— 1000 y.), a(a)idev (132, 900—-1000 y.)
avaiov (132, 900
1000 y.)

unstressed | stem words | pretonic | anyefeic (94, 965 saviov (45, later XI), covviov
v.), Totpryt (132, (72, 1050 y. ), cov(to)v (155,

900— 1000 y.), beg. IX), mrecuaro(v) (112, X),
Kaikvusvov (127, saovac (121, X?), avexkevioBov
X1?) (158, 1217/8 y.)

post- onxev (113, X),

tonic

names | pretonic | Gaipavovs (94, 965) | Exarsprvng (156, 1060/1),

FErxarespvog (190, 1060/1)

flection | words | clitics

& (154, beg. IX) o1 (84), ke
(34, mid. X, 35, mid. X, 93, 94,
102, 104, 106, 111, 133b, 133D,
137, later X, 144, 930-9607? y.,
160, XIII?, 162, later X111, 171,
1000 y., 180, X, 182, 100671021
y., 186, 1060/1 y., 1856,1060/1
y., 198, X=XI, 199 X—-XI, 200,
X=XI, 206, 12501300 y. —
twice, 207, later XIII),

tonic

post- aaviotal (94, 965) | osfaocunsc (34, mid. X, 47, later

XI), (wwlvvere (140, IX—X7),
aviynve (127, XI7), yapnoe
(twice 141), osée (111, X),
mpopnrs (111, X),

The first number 1s the number of the inscriptions in the Jerphanion corpus, the second 1s the

date.
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The consonant changes.

degemmation | Exalimpntn (35, cep. X), nraob (83), itnbioiols (83), (a)ymirov (112), moda
(200, X=XT1), evea (201, X-X1), cvviac (146, 930-960?), Hoavov (127, XI?),
pviare (143, 930-9607? y.), loaviv (180, X), effec (200, X—X1), poilare (206,
1250-1300 y.)

reduplication | NMvnxnpopoc (73, 1065 y.), uovvayov (105, X), Povb6v (25), crepavvov (87),
oefPous (198, X— XI)

TT-T 2ergfprov (202, X-XT)

Bp-p Depoapnov (203, X-XI)

VOT-GT Kooravinvov (35, cep. X, Kooravrnvov (13, nocie XI), Kootavrivov (5, nocine
X1, 173, atter XI), Koo(tavrivov) (56, nocie XI), Kooravinvo (144, 930-960?
Y

YV-V aveynvooxo (7, alter XI), avaynvooxov (89), avaynvooxo (133b), avayrvooxov
(136), avayrvooxovres (172, atter X1, 174, atter XI)

LTT-VTT zevan (110, X), covaabnac (154, beg. IX), evavng (157, beg. [X),

VY-Vy ovavy(EdA)n (109, X), dpyavy<é>Aove (127, XI?), apyavyéimv (127, XI?)

The first number 1s the number of the inscriptions in the Jerphanion corpus, the second is the

date.

The variations in the morphological system of nouns and adjectives.

first declination | second declination third declination
nominative | aiaintog (85), moaveentmg (158, 1217/8), aynweg | denong (39, mid. X1, 40,
araivtog (154, {119, X} mid. XI, 42, mid. X, 43,
beg. IX) mid. XI, 44, mid. XI)
oenetive apnaptoro (136, after X), Mapto | koraceog (47, XI and
{133a, 913-959), Koctavinvo after), kpioeog (4, 1147/8),
(144, 930-9607), ®cooopo (79, apeceog (27, 1000-50, 28,
N X117}, avaéno (45, after XI), 1000-50, 133b, 143, 930-
povais {190, | ysiyo (7, after XT) Lovypago | 9602, 144, 930-9607),
1060/1), Zxeridt | (141), vaato (206, 1250-1300), | Bosvieoc (158, 1217/8),
(186, 1060/1}, (mobo (146, 930-9607?), Sovko | Pacmieoc (186, 1060/1),
Yxemidn (187, (41, mid. XI, 45, after XI, 56 Bacthéoc (98, 963),
1060/1), ?ft@l’ ng 1419), K((Hg;géli];;b SOLGT[}MEOQ (133&, 913—
npmTo)onabapno : — .
1300), Svho (64, after XI, 65, 02)y: PUSELLIG ( P23,
after XI) KoAaong (46, XI and
after)
dative unvn (200, X-XI, ovopatn
singular (1, X, 79, XI?), exvapacel
Todvve (169) (111, X}, v(yh (112, X),
Maxaper (158, 1217/8),
Mnyatin (64, later 11),
accusative | E[i]prvv (123, oovAimv (89), kooumv (110, X}, apecny (141). Baoniny

singular 1212), Todvv avainmy {23), onaxkovay (157, IX | (157, IX and later}),

(180, X), pabrroy | and later) kor(ayonv (45, XI and
(26a, end. IX) later), Agovtav (2, XI and
” ’ later, 22, 25)

vocative apopnte (111, X) | Blacwa (22},

nominative
plural

aderbv 127, XI?), ayammro (127, | ovvapueov (82),
XI?7}, onked (113, X) nrecuato{v) (112, X)

genitive auaptnov (27, uaptnpov {158, 1217/8},

plural 1000-50, 28, acB(ar)vov (112, X)), (ov)pavo(v)
1000-30, 141) (112, X), aocopato{v) (184),
duapﬂov (143? dOVAOV (1 17, 1385 X)

930-960, 144,

930-960),
dative 2efacuneg (34, | otevaypug (85, 154, beg. IX), xNpés (154, beg. IX ),
plural mid. X, 47, after | hoyug (34, mid. X) PES) (85)

X1), apaptoreg

(29),

The first number 1s the number of the inscriptions in the Jerphanion corpus, the second 1s the

date.

Case governed by a verb.

pviebnni+ Gen | 209

BorGer+ Dat

41, mid. XI, 45, XI and later, 56, XI and later, 92, 121, X?

BorjGer+ Gen

1187

BorjBeit+ Acc

2, XI and later, 5, XI and later, 6, XI and later, 7, XI and later X, XI and later
12, XTI and later; 13, X1 and later; 14, 15, 21,22, 23, 25, 31, mid. X, 47, X1
and later, 58, nocae X1, 59, XII and later, 60, XII and later, 61, XII and later,
62, XII and later, 63, XII and later, 64, mociae X1, 65, after X1, 67, after XI.
68, after X1, 69, X1II and later, 70, 71, 1050, 72, 1050, 78, X1 and later, 90,
97.965, 105, X, 107, X, 117, 123, 1212, 124, 1212, 134, X and later, 135, X
and later, 137, X and later, 138, X and later., 161, XIII and later , 162, XIII
and later, 171, 172, XI and later , 176, XI and later, 177, X, 179, X, 192, beg.
X

BorjOncov+ Dat | 168, IX?

poiGTTE + Dat

206, 1250-1300

cwilet+ Acc

8. XI and later , 9, XTI and later ., 89_ 178, X, 199, X—XI

nonagreement

206, 1250-1300

The first number is the number of the inscriptions in the Jerphanion corpus, the second is the

date.
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